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former, enlarged its boundaries; 30 persons were killed
and 50 wounded. On March 6th, 1841, and during;
the night of August 15-16, 1867, further shocks injured
houses at Casamicciola, but without causing any IdSs-of
life. Slight tremors occurred at various dates in 1874,
1875, 1879, and 1880, leading up to the disastrous
earthquakes here described, those of March 4th, iSSi,
when 127 persons were killed, and July 28th, 1883,
which resulted in the death of 2,313 persons and the
wounding of many others.

EARTHQUAKE OF  MARCH 4TH,  1881.

The Ischian earthquakes have been fortunate in
their investigators. In the spring of 1881, Dr. H. J.
Johnston-Lavis, the chronicler for many years of
Vesuvian phenomena, was residing in Naples. Im-
pressed by a recent perusal of Mallet's report on the
Neapolitan earthquake, and wishing to test the value
of the methods explained in the last chapter, he '
crossed over to Ischia on March 5th; and to his
unwearied inquiries extending over more than three
weeks and lasting from thirteen to sixteen hours a
day, we are indebted for most of what we know
about the earthquake of 1881.

On March 4th, at 1.5 P.M., the great shock occurred
abruptly, without any warning tremors. Its effects
were aggravated by the faulty construction of the
houses. The walls are of great thickness, loosely put
together, and connected by mortar of the poorest
quality. The chimneys and roofs also are massive,
and the rafters are so slightly inserted in the walls that
they were drawn out with the rocking of the houses.
In such cases, the destruction was often so complete
that no fissures were left available for measurement.